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A drag show organized by Placer County’s only peer support group for LGBTQ+
youth was canceled last week, the latest in a series of actions that have marginalized
and stigmatized queer and transgender people in the conservative county north of
Sacramento.

The Roseville Joint Union High School District originally granted permission to use
district facilities for the drag show, but district leaders ultimately bowed to
community pressure from conservative and religious groups. The drag show was set
to take place on March 31 at Roseville High School until the district pulled the plug
on it.

District officials claim that it wasn’t political pressure that caused them to change
their minds. They say drag show organizers misrepresented key details of the event
and that once district officials learned more about plans for the show, they
determined it would violate district policies.

“Once clarified as a drag show event involving minor students, an administrative
review determined the event did not comply with Board Policy and Administrative
Regulation 1330, resulting in revocation of the Civic Permit,” said RJUHSD
Superintendent John Becker. “Our district did not make this decision due to
homophobic or intolerant views.”

The sold out drag show in Placer County was organized by the Landing Spot, a non-religious support group for LGBTQ youths and their parents
that meets monthly at the Loomis Basin Congregational United Church of Christ. Casey Tinnin
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The show in question is an annual fundraiser organized by The Landing Spot, a
nonreligious support group for LGBTQ+ youth. It is run by Loomis Basin
Congregational United Church of Christ Pastor Casey Tinnin, who is gay.

The money raised by The Landing Spot goes to fund Camp Fruitloop, a summer
camp for LGBTQ+ youth.

Opinion

Tinnin denied misrepresenting the event to district officials, and said the district
provided him an entirely different reason as to why the event was no longer allowed
to proceed at Roseville High School.

“When I spoke to the district by phone, I was told their concern for safety for staff
and students (was) their primary concern,” Tinnin said. “If they needed clarification
(about the drag show), I imagine they would have asked those questions before
withdrawing so we could resolve it.”

RJUHSD School Board President Pete Constant said the district took issue with “this
type of show” featuring “minor students with an adult, cash-tipping audience.”
Ultimately, the drag show was “not appropriate on our school grounds,” he said.

“Our district’s response would have been the same if this was a burlesque show or a
Chippendale (or Magic Mike) style show featuring heterosexual performers and
audience,” Constant said via email.

But Tinnin said Constant was basing his opinion on misconceptions used as a pretext
to cancel the show.
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“That speaks to the … assumptions that this community and this district have about
who we (are) and what we were hoping to accomplish,” Tinnin said. “Our kids in The
Landing Spot … were robbed of (this show) because a segment of our community has
massive (misconceptions) about who they think we are.”

“If (Constant) truly cares, he would have called me,” he said.

The drag show’s cancellation comes after the state of Tennessee just passed the
nation’s first law restricting drag shows. The new Tennessee law will, as reported by
The New York Times, make “adult cabaret on public property or anywhere a child
could see it a criminal offense.” The states of Kentucky, Arizona and Oklahoma have
also introduced anti-drag show legislation.

There have been recent efforts by some conservatives to brand drag shows and drag
culture as inherently “predatory,” while others have claimed that drag “grooms” or
“sexualizes” children. This is patently false. Drag traces its roots to the age of William
Shakespeare when actors were often asked to perform as another gender.

The Landing Spot’s drag show was planned as a family-friendly event and would
have featured performers between the ages of 14 and 18. Drag allows performers to
express themselves — and, in a conservative community like Placer, a safe space to
be unabashedly queer, passionate and artistic is a rare and beautiful experience for
so many of our young queer and trans neighbors.

Without a venue, The Landing Spot still planned to move forward with the drag
show on March 31. But after speaking with Landing Spot parents, Tinnin decided to
cancel the show after a number of hateful and threatening messages sent to the
organization raised fears about the safety of performers and audience members.

PASTORS SPEAK OUT

Placer County’s religious leaders have been vocal about their opposition to the drag
show. Roseville’s The Family Church Senior Pastor Matthew Oliver had taken to
Facebook to express his “outrage” over the drag show, and Rocklin megachurch
Destiny’s Pastor Greg Fairrington called out “the progressive liberal agenda that has
been birthed in the pit of hell” in a recent Sunday sermon that also mentioned the
show.

Placer County has struggled with a blurring of church and state. RJUHSD School
Board President Constant, for instance, is not only a faculty member at Rocklin’s
William Jessup University, a Christian college that has previously been accused of
homophobia, but his consulting firm was also hired by Oliver’s city council
campaign.

https://www.npr.org/2023/03/06/1161452206/restrictions-on-drag-shows-have-a-history-in-the-u-s
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/05/us/tennessee-law-drag-shows.html
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3/20/23, 7:57 AM Roseville drag show shut down due to conservative backlash | The Sacramento Bee

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article272818555.html 5/8

“Roseville is getting better, but this sort of hate coming from a church should be
terrifying to us all,” Tinnin said.

This year’s show would have been the third annual drag performance put on by The
Landing Spot. The first show, in March 2020, saw 150 attendees. Last year, all 200
available tickets were sold. And this year, with a goal of 500 attendees, The Landing
Spot had already sold 200 tickets in less than a week for the show.

Tinnin said those protesting the drag show are placing already marginalized groups
at greater risk by using language and rhetoric that makes queer youth seem
dangerous. Tinnin also wonders if the protest against this year’s drag show might be
a fundraising tactic. Indeed, one of the loudest groups that protested the drag show
was The American Council, a Placer County-based nonprofit that seeks to spread “a
biblical worldview” and which has already, according to its website, “spent almost
half-a-million on California advocacy efforts.”

“We must continue to protect children, speak truth and love fiercely,” said American
Council President Tanner DiBella in an emailed statement.

The attack on LGBTQ+ rights in Placer County has led local groups to vocalize their
support for The Landing Spot and Placer’s LGBTQ+ community. Messages of support
poured in from 106.5’s morning radio show “The Wake Up Call,” local protestant
churches and the Sacramento LGBT Community Center.

“Hate has no place in Placer County or throughout the Sacramento region and (we)
will continue to advocate for equity, justice and the health and wellness of all
LGBTQ+ individuals,” reads a public statement from the Sac LGBT Community
Center. “Organizations like The Landing Spot are a refuge for LGBTQ+ youth that
provide a safe and affirming environment.”

SUPPORT LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY

Organizers hope the 2023 drag show will go on at a later date. Tickets are being
refunded, but ticket buyers can also opt to donate the money to The Landing Spot for
Camp Fruitloop.
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“We are asking people to send letters of love and support to our youth,” Tinnin said.
“We will take the letters of kindness and plaster them all over the walls of the dorms
of the (summer) camp so that the youth can read them.”

Right now is the time to show our young queer and trans neighbors that we love and
support them.

RELATED STORIES FROM SACRAMENTO BEE

OPINION

Sacramento students wanted to wear
Pride stickers at graduation.
Administrators said no
JULY 23, 2022 5:00 AM

OPINION

 In Placer County, one church is
healing the community through
radical acceptance
AUGUST 21, 2022 5:00 AM

HANNAH HOLZER

 916-321-1828

Hannah Holzer, a Placer County native and UC Davis graduate, is The Sacramento Bee’s opinion assistant.

OPINION

Bee Opinionated: Local
electeds sue to hide donors +
who will be the next mayor
of Sacramento?
BY ROBIN EPLEY

MARCH 19, 2023 7:00 PM

   

Two Sacramento County o�cials took money from local
developers; now they’re suing to stop a new law that requires
them to play fair in politics.
KEEP READING ➔

TRENDING STORIES

San Quentin — California’s oldest prison —
executed hundreds from Death Row over
decades
UPDATED MARCH 19, 2023 9:55 AM

Chick-fil-A Follows Starbucks In Making a Move
Customers Will Hate
UPDATED MARCH 19, 2023 8:26 AM

Newsom wants voters to OK his new plan to get
mentally ill homeless people off the streets
UPDATED MARCH 19, 2023 4:47 PM

Avalanche engulfs three, killing one skier, in
Colorado backcountry, authorities say
MARCH 19, 2023 7:11 AM

Home for sale in Utah was built into a
mountain, and it’s seriously cool. Take a look
MARCH 19, 2023 1:15 PM

READ NEXT

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article263713988.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article264626361.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.sacbee.com/profile/251669333
https://twitter.com/hannahrholzer
mailto:hholzer@sacbee.com
tel:916-321-1828
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html#storylink=readnext
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html#storylink=readnext
mailto:repley@sacbee.com
https://twitter.com/share?text=Bee+Opinionated%3A+Local+electeds+sue+to+hide+donors+%2B+who+will+be+the+next+mayor+of+Sacramento%3F&url=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html
mailto:?subject=Bee%20Opinionated%3A%20Local%20electeds%20sue%20to%20hide%20donors%20%2B%20who%20will%20be%20the%20next%20mayor%20of%20Sacramento%3F&body=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273291950.html
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article273156645.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article273339435.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article273286050.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.sacbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article273337565.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.sacbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article273344255.html#storylink=trendingstories


3/20/23, 7:57 AM Roseville drag show shut down due to conservative backlash | The Sacramento Bee

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article272818555.html 7/8

OPINION

El Dorado County scraps its
Human Rights Commission -
proving it was really needed
| Opinion
UPDATED MARCH 19, 2023 8:20 AM

OPINION

Not your daddy’s GOP:
DeSantis and Trump speak
against American aide to
Ukraine | Opinion
MARCH 19, 2023 5:00 AM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tahoe Park residents oppose
newly proposed music venue
| Letters to the Editor

MARCH 19, 2023 5:00 AM

THE POINT

When a judge is ridiculed for
speaking on campus, like at
Stanford, it’s time for action |
Opinion
MARCH 18, 2023 3:28 AM

OPINION

The race for Sacramento
mayor is less than a year
away — and shrouded in
mystery | Opinion
UPDATED MARCH 18, 2023 9:24 AM

JACK OHMAN

March Madness is upon us.
What if it was a California
political tournament? |
Opinion
MARCH 16, 2023 1:44 PM

Take Us With You

Real-time updates and all local stories you want
right in the palm of your hand.

THE SACRAMENTO BEE APP 

VIEW NEWSLETTERS 

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Start a Subscription

Customer Service

eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

LEARN MORE

➔

➔

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273242805.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273242805.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273289300.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273289300.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article273251385.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article273251385.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/the-point/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/the-point/article273257445.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/the-point/article273257445.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273193290.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article273193290.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorial-cartoons/jack-ohman/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorial-cartoons/jack-ohman/article273237425.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorial-cartoons/jack-ohman/article273237425.html#storylink=moresection
https://sacbee.com/mobile
http://t.news.sacbee.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=sacbee
https://www.facebook.com/sacramentobee
https://twitter.com/sacbee_news
http://www.youtube.com/sacramentobee
https://subscribe.sacbee.com/beinformed
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/##navlink=subnav
https://www.sacbee.com/e-edition/today#navlink=mi_footer
https://myaccount.sacbee.com/sac_sb/home
https://myaccount.sacbee.com/sac_sb/home
https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/the-sacramento-bee/#navlink=mi_footer


3/20/23, 7:57 AM Roseville drag show shut down due to conservative backlash | The Sacramento Bee

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article272818555.html 8/8

Part of the McClatchy Media Network

About Us

Contact Us

Newsletters

Archives

Sports Betting

Personal Finance

Coupons

ADVERTISING

McClatchy Advertising

Place an Ad

Place a Classi�ed Ad

Place an Obituary

Sta�ng Solutions

Political Advertising

COPYRIGHT

COMMENTING POLICY

CORRECTIONS POLICY

PRIVACY POLICY

YOUR PRIVACY CHOICES

TERMS OF SERVICE

https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/the-sacramento-bee/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/#navlink=mi_footer
http://t.news.sacbee.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=sacbee#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/archives/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/betting/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/money/#navlink=mi_footer
https://coupons.sacbee.com/
https://go.mcclatchy.com/media-capabilities-sacramento/p/1#navlink=mi_footer
https://business.mcclatchy.com/sacramento
https://placeclassifieds.mcclatchy.com/classifieds/sacramento/index.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://placement.memoriams.com/TheSacramentoBee/Obituary
https://hiring.mcclatchy.com/recruitmentproducts#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/political-advocacy#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/copyright/#navlinks=footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/commenting-policy/#navlinks=footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/corrections-policy/#navlinks=footer
https://www.mcclatchy.com/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://privacy-central.securiti.ai/#/dsr-universal/0a979fab-900d-4113-aab0-e2bf786400ac
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer

